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MEMORANDU‘ FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 
FROM : John H. Wallsr 
Inspector General 
SUBJECT : Washington Star Story, 1 October 1576 
1, This is for your information only, 
2. On 1 October 1976 the Washinzton Star published a news ‘ 
story with an Associated Press crecit line, headlined CLA 
Viewed Oswald As Information Source (copy attached), The 
lead stated: 
Contrary to sworn testimozy, the CIA once con- 
sidered using presidential assassin Lee Harvey 
Oswald as a source of inteligence information -. 
about the Sovict Union, according fo a newly . 
released CIA document. 
In sworn testimony before the Warren Conimission, 
forrmer CIA Director Richard Helms said the 
Agency never had "or even coatemplated" any = * 
contacts with Oswald. Ps e. 
oe. 
The news story, in another section, made the following 7 Seer" 
statement: * Sees 
: The November 25, 1953, memo explained that . 1 
i the Agency's interest in Oswald as a potential i 
} intelligence source was due to his "unusual : ; 
! behavior in the USSR," to which he had defected i 
j in 1959. 7 : 
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3. There was such a memorandum, weitten by a case 
>) officer then stationed in Pat* :, recently released under FOIA, 
Writing three days after Pre: dent Xminedy's assassination, 
this case officer recalled that there Lad been interest in Oswald, 


- As soon as I had heard Oswald's name, IU recalled 
that as Chief of the 6 Branch I had discussed -- 
sometime in the summer of 1940 -- with the tren 
Chief and Deputy Caief of tne § Resoacch Se -ion 
the laying on of interview (s) througtiMUTULYP or 
other snitable channels... 


I remember that Oswald's unusual behavior in the 
USSR had struck me from the moment ! had red 
the first ODACID dispatch on him, and I told my 
subordinates something amcunting to "Don': push 
too hard to get the informaticn we need, because 
this individual look: odd, "' 


+ es « Ido not know whzt action Ceveloped there- 
after . eas 


4, The Helms testimony before the Warren Cormmission 
on this subject was as follows: ‘ 


Mr. Helms. On Mr. McCone's behalf, I had all 

, ' our records searched to see if there had been 
any contacts at any time prior to President Kennedy's 
assassination by anyone in the Centril Intelligence 
Agency with Lee Harvey Oswald. We checked our 
card files and our personal files and all our records, 


Now this check turned out to be negative. In addition 

I got in touch with those officers who were in’ positions 

of responsibility at the times in question to see if ; : 
anybody had any recollection of any contact having 
even been suggested with this man. This also turned 
out to be negative, so there is no material in the 
Central Intelligence Agency, either in the records or 
in the mind of any of the individuals, that there was 
any contact had or even contemplated with him. 
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5. Mr. Helms did state exactly the words quoted in the © . 
news story -- "or even contemplated.'* But the context of 
those words was what was reported to him as the result of 
2 search of records and memories. To this day those 
familiar with the extensive Oswald records state that there 
is no reflection in those records that anyone even undertook 
to propose or approve a contact with Oswald. It would have 
been natural to do so, but apparently any such thoughts did 
not progress to formal action. From the memorandum 
quoted, it is apparent that someone at Branch level tid think | , 
about it, even if nothing ever came of it. This hardly con- 
stitutes a responsible or official or serious ‘contemplation 
of the idea. Mr. Helms! full staternent on this point seems 
literally correct in the full context of his statement, although 
more refined qualifications might have reiterated the basis 
for his conclusions. The news story is misleading on this 
point. 


6. The news story statement that Oswald was consizered 
due to his “unusual behavior in the USSR," is exactly the 
opposite of the statements of the quoted memorandum, which 
reported the care that should be used if Cswald ware approached, 
because of his strange conduct. 


7. The staternent in the news story about Mr. Dulles 
consulting with Agency personnel on how to answer questions 
is basically true. The interpretation to be placed on this _ 
counseiling will depend on the interpreter, The infercace of 
the news story is that Mr. Dulles was counselling slanted» 
responses on the Oswald issue, thereby tending to rcinforce 
the interpretation of deception attributed to Mr. Helms. 
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Contr> 2c7 t3.sworm ts stimony, The 
“CIA once ce toasistet ed using presidea- 
al asszssia Lee Harvey Oswald asa i 
sonree of “inteliizence. infocmstica.. 
about the Soviet Union, according to. 
anevly released ClAdocument...- wud 

in sworn testimony beiore - the’: 

Warrta - Commission. 2 fermers.Civs 
Director “Bichard. Helins said thes] 
ugency mever had.“er evan contem-_ 
plated” “any cantacts with Oswald. 

The pewly released cocumest, 
yerittea Sy 2a unicentivied CLA officer 
‘thease days 2hter President Jonn F. 
Kenawiy yas Siled in Dalias on Nove, 
27, 3633, savs thatwe showed inte! - 
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t. The unidentified otic 
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“the CIA's Reon Les Harvey Oswaid.- 
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| Associated Press yesterday: ua ser 
j the FresZomof fn! lormation ACh” -- a 
tr: A. second-cocument-reveals © 
+S formes Cid. Dizector Allen Duin 
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He Duites “Thought fonegusse: “which | 
! mace 3 clear that Lee Hacvey Gs- 
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of cian wold suiiice,”” an unizenti- 
fied CIA ofiicer wrote Heleas ia Apzil 
1554. . re. Faia aatt coe « : 
“Eagres with f him thata carefully 
- phrased coaial of the charges ef in- 
VOF2 22022 vita Os~ald seemed mest 
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2 then he aspeare od b2iers the com 
mission ja hlay- 1954, Helms, then 
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TsTS NOV. 35, 1985, memo exolai 
that the ¢ aneney" s interest in Gswatl ! 
a3 a potential intelligence source was 
Guz to his “unusual behavior in the 
“USER,” i ‘fo \hich he had defected ia 
. : chad ‘a3 SES 

“1We were ‘particularly interested 
“ia the (2eleted) Oswald mizhi pro-: 

“vide oa the Minsk factory ia which he 
shad beea 1 empluy> d, on ce 
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raliz sy Cossiess,” tha memo states. . 
‘The razmo indicates. that Oswald . 
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‘ial O mania said the ciscus- 
I * Oswaid occurred-“some- 
time ia fummer. 1829." Tne asthor; 
coatinsed: “i don’t recall if this Was. 
discussed i2 Oswald and his famit 
ly were cn route to our country or if it: 
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L- AP UIRE STORY IN BASHINGT Oi STAR ON FOIA RELEASE OF CSUALD'S 
| MATERTAL MAKES” FOLL OUING STATENENT, UHTCH YOU SHOULD BE AUARE SoS . A 
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QQUTE: IN SUORN TESTINONY BEFORE THE UARREN CONNIS2TON. 

* RICHASD HELMS. THEM A BRANCH CHIEF AND LATER CIA'S DIRECTOR» 
SAID THE AGENCY NEVER HAD OR EVEN CONTEMPLATED ANY CONTACTS... 
— st ° 


BETH OSUALD... NEWLY RELEASED DOCUMENT. SAYS, BE SHOED Tits 
| TELLIGENCE. INTEREST It) OSUALD AND DISCUSSES... THE LAYING on oa 
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Come TERVIEUS. END QUOTE frarreine Ca ny 
78 “ABOVE MISCONSTRUED Fron SANTTIZED a RELEASED Ut see FOr. at 
BRITTEN BY FOR BER OFFICER WHO WAS INTERESTED Iii POSSISLE USEFUL Tie 7 
FORMAT TON ‘OSWALD MIGHT HAVE IN CONTEXT OF SOVIET REALITIES. cs 


| RESPONSE TO DCI. CALL TO ALL HANDS TO RECORD UHATEVER THEY, THouGHT 


! MIGHT BE RELEVANT TO BARREN COnMISSS ON INTERESTS.4 ‘OFF FICER UR O7E ‘THIS 
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